
Getting Rid of Overlap in Illustrator

Home

 

Vector vs raster?

 

Tips and Tutorials

 

Resources

 

Illustrator Gallery

 

Take one of my classes

 

Northlite Designs

Photos

Cards & Prints

Expression Gallery

Expression

About Me

 

Contact Me

 

How to get rid of overlap

There's a trick to it, but I'm going to let you in on it! This trick comes 
from Paul Asente, who posted it on the Illustrator newsgroup.

Getting rid of overlap   

Create the petal.

 

 

 

Set the point of origin for the rotation by clicking on 
the rotate tool in the toolbar to make it active, then 
holding the option/alt key as you click the point you 
want the petal copies to rotate around. Double click 
the rotate tool and set the rotation angle you wish. 
This one is set to 20°.

As you can see the last petal is on top instead of 
tucked under the first one. 

 

 

 

 

Select the last petal. 
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Remove the fill from it so you can see behind it.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Select the knife tool, and draw around the 
area you want to hide.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hit the delete button to get rid of the extra piece.

 

 

 

 

 



 

Add the fill back again. Unless you are absolutely exact in 
drawing with the knife you may need to use the arrow keys to 
nudge the piece of petal snugly against the one to it's left.
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Disclaimer: Site Design and all graphics on this site are the 
property of and copyrighted to Sara Froehlich and Northlite 
Designs. Usage is permitted by written permission. Mail me at 
northlite@northlite.net if you have questions or requests. Thank 
you!
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